
On 27 October 2021, Council deferred consideration of the application for grant 
funding from Llanhilleth Tenants and Residents Association pending further 
information about the status of the group and confirmation that it has permission to 
carry out the proposed project. Llanhilleth TRA has provided the following additional 
information: 
 
Llanhilleth Tenants and Residents Association has no plans to set up the “Friends of 
Granny’s Wood” as a separate organisation. The “Friends of Granny’s Wood” would be a 
group within the TRA. It would be covered by the TRA’s constitution and would use the 
TRA’s banking arrangements. Currently, the group has six volunteers but, as all residents of 
Llanhilleth are, constitutionally, automatically members of the TRA, the TRA believes that 
there is great scope for the number of volunteers to grow when the “Friends of Granny’s 
Wood” group starts work. 
 
Granny’s Wood has three owners. Much of the land is owned by Blaenau Gwent County 
Borough Council, who were partners in the successful Rural Communities Development 
Fund project that secured the funding for the Granny’s Wood pathway reinstatement scheme 
that was completed three years ago. Blaenau Gwent CBC continue to operate an on-going 
woodland maintenance plan to look after the trees etc. 
Two private individuals jointly own the remainder of the wood. The TRA has a signed permit, 
dated 23 January 2019, granting access to their land for twenty years.  
 
Previous grants 
Despite being one of only two fully-constituted tenants and residents associations in the 
Community Council area, Llanhilleth Tenants and Residents Association has previously 
received a total of only £700 in grant funding from the Community Council over the last 
seven-and-a-half years. 













Abertillery Amateur Dramatic Musical Society has 70 members. 
A production of Little Shop of Horrors was originally planned for 2020 but was postponed 
because of Covid restrictions. 
The society last received a Council Grant (£200) in 2016. 
The Society’s accounts show that the balance of their account at the end of 2021 was 
£11172.68. 
 
  









Blaenau Gwent Heritage Forum holds monthly talks at Bedwellty House in Tredegar but has 
traditionally staged a ‘Heritage Day’ in a different part of the borough each year. 
‘Six Bells Red Paint’ is a new emulsion paint that has been developed using red ochre that 
was washed into a reed bed at Six Bells during the valley’s industrial heyday. The other 
confirmed speaker will be giving a lecture about a Yorkshire artist who painted Welsh 
landscapes in the 19th Century. 
The forum last received a Council Grant (£250) in 2019. 
 
  







Ebbw Fach Community Group took over the running of Aberbeeg Community Centre in 2019. 
They began a programme to set up numerous community groups aimed at bringing all sections 
of the local community together, including events and activities for people with learning 
disabilities, mental health difficulties and the Blaenau Gwent trans and non-binary community. 
These included a parent and toddler group, a sewing group, a walking group, rock music 
practice sessions, a traditional Welsh music group and a skateboarding club. Ebbw Fach 
Community Group have managed to keep activities such as a weekly ‘Happy Café’ plus a 
community vegetable garden running throughout the Covid epidemic, but the community 
groups all stopped meeting. The proposed event would be used to try to re-establish the 
community groups and to develop future activities. 
 
 
 














